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VI. An Account of a B O O K. 



Mufei Tetkieriani Centuria Trima 
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Rariora Nature continens : vi% Animalia, Fof- 
filia, Plantas, ex ^^m/ Mzi#afi p^agis act* 
ve$a r Or dine digefta y Nominibus propriis 
jig* at a & Iconibus amis ekganter illujira- 
ta. Lond Ex Offic. S. Smith & B. Wat- 
ford Reg. Soviet. Typography ad infignia 
Prineipis in Camet. D. Pault. 1696. 8°* 

THIS Firjl Century confiding of fucfa Ant* 
mats. Vegetables, Foffits , &c. as hath been 
either obferved by my felf, or Communi* 
cated to me, not only from many very Worthy 
and Learned AJiftants at home, but alio brought 
me by my Kind Friends from divers parts of the 
World , or Tranfmitted from fuch Curious Perfovs, 
as do me the Honour to Correfpond with me from 
feveral parts abroad, I prefume it may not be arnifs 
to give you fome particulars of them. And Firjl» 
I fhall begin with the Animals , which are here 
Infefts and Snails $ amongft the former, under N° 3. 
is accurately delineated the Papilio Leucomelanus , 
which I do not find as yet clearly defeated (if zt 
all) by any Author, 
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Ni 6. is a pretty fmali greenifti Fly, with gol- 
den Eyes , very beautiful to look on, but if bruit 
ed, ftnells ftrong like Humane Excrements. 

9. This Beetle is taken Notice of by moft Infed 
Writers, and is often (een flying in the Evenings 
about Autumn , f call him the Loufie Beetle , be« 
caufe when taken , he is generally found to be 
infefted with (mall Vermin, like Lice. The Males 
of thefe have a Copper Luftre, and the Females 
a Green , as Mr, Charles Du Bois , a very Curious 
Obferver, an4 my highly efteeraed Friend, informs 
me ; which variation of Luftre I have obferved in 
divers other fliining Beetles. 

10 And 11, are two (mall Green Beetles , which I 
have here Figured, becaufe I do not find them di« 
ftinguifh'd by other Authors. 

The next 8 , are ShelN Snails , the firft of 
which my very Worthy and Learned Friend Dr. Li« 
fter , makes to be the fame with the Pomatia of 
Gefner ; this is that Snail which fhould be ufed in 
the Shops, but by reaforiof the fcarcenefs of them, 
they being to be found but in few places of Eng* 
land , we are obliged to make ufe of our Com- 
mon Garden kind , which 1 have Synonimized un- 
der N 6 15. 

Thefe, and the two following-, are all the Land* 
Shells , of the round Form , that have as yet been 
Obferved in England, as is N! 17. the only Gow* 
rie , but in Jamaica and Barladoes there are 
found one very like it , which I have named under 
Nti8. 

The next by many are calPd Black-Moors Teeth, 
(I fuppofe from their Whitenefs) thefe , in many 
places of Africa go as Money, 

Numb, 
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Numb, m Is the AJleria or Star&ttne^ to this 
fort we have given the peculiar Epithet of Shugbo* 
rough , becaufe in former times they were fo par- 
ticularly taken Notice of there , that to this Day 9 
the Family of that Name, in whole grounds they 
are (till found, bear them in their Coat of Arms, 

We come next to the Vegetables or Plants , the 
fir ft of which is a Guinea Tree , called Aconcroia^ 
they find it endowed with this Virtue, that being 
boiled in Wine and drunk , is good in the Small- 
Pox. 

The five next are Golden Maiden Hairs , being 
luch as have either ftriated or villofe and downy 
Caps, four of which are undefcribeJ, and two of them 
here Figured. 

NumD. 28. This is a new Hack Maiden Hair 
from the Canaries , and is now growing in his Ma- 
jefty's Stoves at Hampton Court , from which my 
very worthy Friend, and moft accurate Botanift Dr. 
Pfakenet> hath lately given a very good Icon of it 
in his admirable Almageftum Botanicum t Tah. z^i. 
fig. z. 

The two ntn are very rare and beautiful Ferns (ome 
time fmce fent me from China. 

Numb. 31. is an American Maiden -hair, and hath 
this remarkable diftin&ion, that whereas moft other 
Maidenhairs and Ferns have blackifh or rufty colour- 
ed Seed, this is white as Snow. This elegant Plant 
fames Rheed brought from Barbadoes j 1 have al- 
io feen it amongft Dr. Shane's moft Curious Col- 
legion of Jamaica Ferns, who, in his moft com- 
pendious and elaborate Catalogue of the Plants of 
that Ijlknd , Pag. zo 9 calls it > Filix non ramo- 
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fa minor caule nigro , furatlis rarh pinmlis an- 
gtiflu dent at is raris brevihus acutit, fubttu niveis. 

Numb. 32. Is a Malabar Tankweed , very fre- 
quent in their Tanks or /W* j it is a very odd 
Plant, and not to be reduc'd to any that have 
yet come to our Knowledge. 

The three following are Plants of a ftrange Na- 
ture, bearing pod-like Fruit, as well below Ground 
as above ; the firft I have received not only from 
Africa, but Afia and America , the fecond as yet 
from Africa only, where it was firft Difcover- 
ed , the laft is a Native of Portugal and Spain. 

36, 37, ® 38, Are three very rare Bacciferous 
Eaft -India Trees , ofie of which my Ingenious Friend 
Mr. Samuel Brown , a Surgeon , refiding at Fort 
St. George , aflures me , is the Telhw Sanders , 
which is a difcovery we are highly obliged to him 
for , having hitherto had but an obfcure knowledge 

of it. 

39. Is a Ceilon Tree called Bombu, the Leaves of 
which they uie there in Dying, as Dr. Herman 
late Profeilbr of Botany at Leyden in Holland a little 
before his Death informed me. 

40 & 41. Are tricocoos Shrubs called Widdow- 
Wayles, the laft a very peculiar one from Malabar, 
being a trifoliate fpinofe Shrub. 

41, &c. Are Scorpion Sena's , the two laft are 
very rare, they were lent me from Guinea by Mt.Ed- 
ward Barter, from whom I exped many other Cu- 

riofities. 

46. And the two following are Eaft-India Bindweeds, 
yet I received the firft from Guinea, where I find there 
grows a great many Plants, the fame with thofe at Ma- 
labar, and Fort St. George. 

49, ©V 
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49> •&*• Are Sulmarime Plants, refembSiog Heath, 
the laft a very beautiful one, and to be feen in the 
moft Curious Mufeum of my Honoured Friend 
Mr. Charlton , who was pleated to give me a piece 
of it 

$% & 5> Are Borfe-fhooe Vetches, the lad a Na- 
ve of Malabar, 

5*4 & $ s% Are Ferns, the firft: from China, and 
the other from Fort St .George, which being as yet un~ 
defcribed, is here delineated. 

$6,(§c. Are Mujhrooms of a late Obfervation. 

59, Sfc. Thefe are fix Hairy fpiked Cocks-foot-Graffes, 
all of them very rare, fome from the Eaft- Indies, and 
moft of them not taken Notice of before. 

6$ Is a Tree from Sttrat, called there Gnmboe \ it 
bears a Fruit like an Orange. 

66 } &c. Are Glafs- worts, whereof two are found a* 
bout Montpelier, and the Coafts of Spain, the laft came. 
from the fertile Canary I/lands. 

70 The Mofs here Figured, is of Angular beauty 
and flhape, having at the top of a very long (lender 
naked Footftalke, a Scarlet cap, very like a Corn Poppy 
Flower, with its Leaves turned downwards, refembling 
a fmall Umbrella or Bongrace. This elegant Plant was 
gathered near Port/ground in Norway , by my kind Friend 
Mr. Richard Wheeler, who frequently fends me fuch 
Plants, Shells and Infetts, as thefe parts afford. 

71. And the eighteen following, arefeveral kinds of 
Englijh Mjfcs, many of them not known before, fome 
of which are here Figured, viz. 74,79, 87, & 89. 

90. Here are divers forts of Like weed or Arfmart 
amongft them, one fro;u the Eaft Indies* and another 
from Virginia. 

97^98, Are two Purging Sea Bindweeds, call'J in 
our Sh^ps Soldanella; the firft: an Inhabitant on our own 

Nnn Coafts, 
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Coafts,the other common ta*oth thcEaJimd Weft- Indies* 

99. This is a Woolly headed Xanthium^ or leffer Bur- 
dock ; it's defcribed in the tenth Volume of the Hortus 
Malaharicus, pag r 117. where, it's faid, they ufe the 
Root bruifed in Whey, as a Remedy againfl: the Piles , 
and the Povvder of it Cures the Belly*ach. I have aJfo 
received it from Cape Coajl in Guinea, where the Natives 
call it Tetrephoe, and boil it in Broth for the- Flux. 

100. This lafl is alio of the fame kind, but a Native 
of Vortugal ; the firft Knowledge we had of it was from 
the PhypcbGarden at Ley den, from whence it-was brought 
me by my worthy Friend Dr. Lecaan, 

Thus you fee this Century is compofed of tevtnl Ani- 
mals and Plants wholly new, with the Figures of many 
of them, there are others which are very rare, and pro- 
cured from remote Parts, as Afia^ America and Africa, 
from which laft part of the World, you have feme gi- 
ven you with their Native Names, and what uk the In- 
habitants relate of them. Moreover, to each Animal, 
Plant, &c. already defcribed, I have made a Recital 
and Connexion of all the Celebrated Authors , as have 
yet come to my hands; fo that at one view you have 
the fevera! Synonimom Names of all the precedent Wri- 
ters of Natural Hiftory, I have likewife quoted the 
different Editions of fuch as are Remarkable ; and alfb, 
for the greater eafe of the Reader, have referred him to 
the very Pages in which they are treated of. 

To enumerate the many advantaged which will ac- 
crue from thus Synonimifing of Authors, and the Ex« 
amples of thofe who have already begun it, will be too 
tedious here to relate ; I fliall only therefore briefly men- 
tion my kind Affiflants to this Work , and then Con- 
clude* 

Firfh 
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Firf]:, To begin with Domeftick Helps, being fucfa as 
Natural Hiftory as well as my felf, are highly obliged 
to, amongft whom are Dr. Lifter^ Plukenet, Tancred 
Rohinfon> Sherard \ Sloane, Scampton, Vvedalt, Wood- 
ward, &c. as aifo Mr, Jacob Bohart, and his Brother 
Tilma®\ Mr. Charlton , Dale , Doody^ Dubois, Pool 9 
Ray, Vernon^ &c. not omitting my Foreign Correspon- 
dents, but mod particularly the Celebrated Breynius % 
and never to be forgotten Dr. Herman, with feveral 
other very kind Affiftants, as Dr. Lecaan, Mr.Bartar, 
Brown, Cholmly, Cunningham, London, Lewis, Kirhwood $ 
Preflon , Smithy Wheeler, &c. befides many others 
win have very lately Communicated feveral' things to 
me, whole Names [(hall elfe where have fhortly anoc- 
cation to mention, with a refped due to their Merits. 

To Conclude , this little Book is a Century or fm all 
Specimen of Natural Hiflory, and being willing t© pro- 
mote and improve (as far as 1 am able) fo neceffary 
a Stud y , [here propofe to continue the Publishing what- 
ever ot this Nature (hall come to my hands. And 
for that purpoie 1 humbly intreat 5 that all Prafti- 
i toners in Phyfick, Sea-Surgeons, or other Cur km Per- 
fons who Travel into Foreign Countries , will be pica- 
fed to make Collections for me of whatever Plants, 
Shells, Infers, &c. they fhall meet with, preferring 
them according to Dire&ions, that I have made fo 
eafie, as the meanell Capacity is able to perform „ 
the which I am ready to give to fuch as fhall defire 
them. 

To thefe , and all fuch Cxmcm Perfons who re- 
fide in different parts of the World , whole Inclinati- 
on leads them to this Study^ if there be any thing in 
this or the following Centuries, that they would have 

famples 
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famples of, or (kfire to be otherwife informed , I 
fbali endeavour to (erve them, in whatever lies in the 
Power of 

Their mofl Humble Servant -, 

From the White Croft in 
Alderfgate-ftreet, London. JamCS PetlVCr. 

fhefecond Century is ready for the Prefs, and the 
Work fhali be continued from time to time. 



E R R A T A: Tranfad. Numb. 223. 

PAge 34$* line 1. for Surveyor read Purveyor, p. 348. 1. 16. dele of their 
Produftion the beft. p. 349. I 26. for Rue r. Reve. ib. I. ult. before 
Gallons, add i<5. p. 350 J. 26 r. alth&a. I. 27. dele tec* i/w/# p. 35*. 

1. 6. for cool. r. CW. p. 352* k 22. for September 2d, 9 4 9^ 
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